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 Synopsis 
 

 

 

Gerald is a boy born out of wedlock, and into 
misfortune. His mother, Samantha Andrews, is a 
poor woman living in a mobile home who collects 
ceramic dolls as a hobby. 

  

She meets Gerald’s father, Edward Lamtet, a doll 
maker, and they fall in love. Samantha gets pregnant, but 
unfortunately, unbeknownst to Samantha, Edward is 
already married, leaving Samantha to raise the child, 
Gerald, by herself. With Samantha being too proud to 
accept support money, Edward sends Samantha a 
“Number 1” doll.  

 

Gerald has trouble growing up. He is slightly 
mentally challenged due to being dropped on his head at 
birth, by the inebriated on-call doctor. Gerald has few 

friends other than a neighborhood girl, Helen, and 
his mother’s eclectic friends; a clueless  

lush named Ethel, a mother-hen-like transvestite 
named Dolly, and the straight-and-narrow Kate. 
Gerald is a good boy, and although not very athletic, 
he loves bowling.  

 

At about age 30, Gerald has been working at 
the Bowling Emporium for several years. Helen is 
still a neighbor, and Samantha plays poker with her 
3 friends every Friday night. 

 
 

One day Samantha learns that Gerald’s father has 
died, and that the doll maker’s son is positioning his 
company to be sold. She realizes she can now provide 
more for Gerald because the doll she was given is a 
valuable "Number 1" doll, and all the “Number 1” dolls 
are needed to sell the company. That night, she plans to 
tell Gerald and her friends about the doll’s origin. Instead, 
Samantha unexpectedly dies and never gets to tell anyone 
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about the doll and its value.  
 

As a way to cope with his loss, Gerald decides to have his 
mother cremated and her ashes put into her favorite doll (the 
“Number 1” doll). Gerald takes the doll, and mother, with him 
everywhere. One day, he takes her to the laundry mat, and 
someone steals the doll while he is not looking.   

 

The police have little interest in searching for a lost “doll”. 
So, Gerald takes it upon himself to find his mother. He puts up 

fliers of his mother as 
the doll.  He checks 
the laundry mat every 
day, to the annoyance 
of the clerk. In spite 
of his failures, Helen 
helps Gerald set up a fund raiser at the Bowling Emporium 
to raise enough money for a private investigator.  

 

At this fund raiser, we learn that Gerald can 
actually take care of himself, financially at least, because 

he is an excellent (pro-level) bowler. However, he injures his foot and must go to the emergency room, 
where ironically he sees a little girl with his mother’s 
doll, or so he thinks.  

 

Gerald confronts the girl and discovers that there 
are many of the same dolls. The next day, however, 
Gerald gets an anonymous tip that allows them to track 
down the doll maker, only to find out that the doll maker 
has passed away and that the doll maker’s son is about 
to sell the company, along with all the “Number 1” 
dolls, within the next couple of days. They make an 
appointment to visit with the doll maker’s son.  

 

Mother’s doll has “mysteriously” re-appeared at 
the doll company’s museum. During the meeting, the son 
ignores Gerald’s request for the doll back and continues to 
prepare for the sale of the company, pushing it up to the 
next day. Neither Gerald nor the son put two-and-two 
together to realize that they are brothers, although, Helen 
sees an uncanny resemblance. Gerald is desperate, and 
with the help of Helen and friends, decides to break into 
the toy company after closing, and steal mother and her 
ashes back.  
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That night, Gerald, Helen, Dolly, with two of Dolly’s 
leather-clad friends, break into the building and make 
it to the museum, passing by security and avoiding the 
son, who is in his office speaking with his lawyer and 
assistant.  

 As Gerald and the gang are attempting to exit 
the building with the doll, the son and his group find 
Gerald trying to get through the warehouse, and a 
fight and a chase ensues. The chase ends at the end of 
a wall of boxes in the warehouse where the son pulls a gun and insists on getting the doll back.  

 

At, at this point, the son’s assistant, who was his 
father’s assistant since day one, finally tells everyone the 
story about Gerald’s mother and how she came to own the 
“Number 1” doll.  Everyone, to the son’s dismay, realizes 
that the son and Gerald are brothers. The lawyer also realizes 
that this makes Gerald part owner in the company, due to a 
flaw in the doll maker’s will. This leaves Gerald very rich 
and more importantly, the owner of the doll which contains 
his mother’s ashes. 

 

But Gerald does not forget his roots once he is rich. He marries Helen; still works at the 
Bowling Emporium, although he now is the owner; and 
everyday, Gerald’s mother watches over him come and 
go from her perch by the door. 
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Awards and Accolades 
 

Winner of a Golden Angel award, presented by the Chinese American Film Festival. 

 

 Special Presentation at the Castle Rock Film Festival 

 

 Best Supporting Actress nominations for Deborah Theaker and Mackenzie Firgens at the Down 
Beach Film Festival 

 

 Winner Best Actor for Louis Mandylor at the Down Beach Film Festival 

 

 Winner Best Director for Marc Clebanoff at the Down Beach Film Festival 

 

 Winner Best Screenplay for Tim Gallagher at the Down Beach Film Festival 

 

 Winner Best Actor for Louis Mandylor at the Sacramento International Film Festival 
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About the Cast 
 

Louis Mandylor  (Gerald Andrews) comes to this independent film by way of MY 
BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING in which he played the lead character’s brother.  The 
role of Gerald marks his departure from tough guy roles, and shows his acting 
diversity.  He plays Gerald with great respect and walks the fine line of creating an 
enduring character from which we can find humor without crossing over to a 
mockery of the mentally challenged.  In Gerald’s journey to accept his mother’s 
death, take care of himself and find love, Louis guides us with an endearing and 
passionate character. 

 

Mackenzie Firgens (Helen) plays the girl next door with the same ease and 
confidence that has garnered her accolades for her role in RENT.  With her natural 
delivery, she takes the character from having boy troubles to recognizing that the 
best man for her may be the one she has known most of her life.  The movie 
GERALD marks Mackenzie’s third film with director Marc Clebanoff. 

 
 

 

Luca Palanca (Lemtat’s Son), born and raised in Brooklyn New York, starred as 
the original Tony in the off-Broadway play "Tony and Tina's Wedding” in his early 
20’s. He has done stand-up comedy on a regular basis in clubs around the country 
including "The World Famous Comedy Store", The Improv and The Laugh Factory. 
Luca wrote the short film called CHOOSE LIFE, which won “Audience Choice” at 
Sundance Film Festival.  He also worked with Val Kilmer, Bruno Kirby and 
Gabriel Byrne on the movie "Played". In a shift away from his comedic side, Luca 
plays the antagonist with a sense of quiet danger; the character one loves to hate. 

 

Beau Puckett (Dolly) took on the challenging transformation into a transvestite, 
without crossing the stereotype mockery line, but instead making him truly lovable 
and honest.  His character epitomizes the tag line “It’s what’s inside that counts”, 
which allows the audience to focus on Dolly’s dedication and loyalty to his friends 
instead of seeing a man dressed as a woman.  This is Beau’s first major film role, and 
we see many more in his future. 
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Tara Karsian (Ethel) plays the lush who happens to know more about relationships 
than her several failed marriages imply.  Tara has been acting in film and television 
since 1990 including such shows as MALCOM IN THE MIDDLE, WITHOUT A 
TRACE, and ER.  Her confidence makes Ethel truly a joy to watch on screen. 

 

 

 

 

Wylie Small (Kate) plays the straight and narrow friend of Mother.  She has been 
acting in television and film since 1994 on such shows as MURPHY BROWN, 
BABYLON 5, ALLEY MCBEAL, and 24. 

 

 

 
 

 

Deborah Theaker (Samantha Andrews – “Mother”) brings a talent to this film that 
has endured through films such as WAITING FOR GUFFMAN, BEST IN SHOW, 
A MIGHTY WIND and FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.  As Samantha Andrews, 
Gerald’s Mother, she demonstrates the unending bond between a mother and son 
that perpetuates long after her untimely death; helping Gerald mature, which, in 
turn, affects an unexpected change in the relationship between him and his friend 
Helen. 

 

 

Mickey Rooney (Doctor) plays the catalyst in this film with his surprising dropping 
of baby Gerald during birth, impacting him for life.  As an actor, Mickey needs no 
introduction since he starred in the HARDY BOYS films back in the 1940s, and has 
never stopped acting.  It was a joy to have such a screen legend on set to play the 
Doctor. 
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About the Filmmakers 
 

Marc Clebanoff (director, producer) is a graduate of the USC School of Cinema-Television with a 
background in screenwriting, script doctoring, production management and producing. 

He started his career working for 20th Century Fox Television before moving into a feature film 
development position at USA Films/Pretty Pictures, working under director Neil Labute (In the 
Company of Men, Nurse Betty) and his producing partner Gail Mutrux (Donnie Brasco, Kinsey).  

Late in 2001, Mr. Clebanoff established his own production company, Marathon Films, through which 
he developed several feature projects with Hollywood ‘bad-boy’ actor Michael Madsen and cult 
filmmaker, Larry Bishop (son of “Rat Pack” comedian Joey Bishop). 

In 2004, Mr. Clebanoff’s company was renamed Odyssey Motion Pictures as it went into production 
on the independent feature film Unspoken, which was also written and directed by Mr. Clebanoff. 
Partly based on responses to Unspoken, including a Best Screenplay and Best Feature film nomination 
at the 2006 New Jersey International Film & Screenplay Festival, Mr. Clebanoff was recently given an 
associate producership and consulting position on the Quentin Tarantino/Larry Bishop indie 
motorcycle flick Hell Ride. In addition, Clebanoff’s second feature film The Pink Conspiracy, a dark 
comedy, which boasts a long list of well known television and film talent. 

Marc’s 3rd film, Break, a stylistic noir drama about an introverted hit man named Frank who is 
contracted to carry out an unusual job, is scheduled for distribution in the summer of 2009.  The film 
Gerald is Marc’s 4th feature film. 

 
Tim Gallagher (writer, executive producer, producer, editor, actor) created, co-produced and edits 
Readers Theater Television (RTT), a weekly Ventura County television show for original plays and 
scripts.  He wrote the short The Push, the first script read on RTT.  He is also an award winning 
director, writer, and producer of the short films Beer Making with Howie Brewster, Escape from 
Monotony, and Sweeping Changes. 
 
Mr. Gallagher’s other writing credits include the one act plays The Perfect Ring and The Magic of 
Christmas.  Gerald is Mr. Gallagher’s first full length feature film. 
 
Mr. Gallagher began his entertainment career as an actor, and has won a best actor award for his 
characters in The Spoon River Anthology, performing with an international cast in Germany, as well as 
winning first place in the Comedy at an IMTA competition in N.Y.  He also played lead roles in the 
stage plays of: Prelude to a Kiss, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Leader of the Pack, 
and Little Shop of Horrors. 
 
Mr. Gallagher is also V.P. of Software Development for Gallaware, Inc., a productivity software 
development company focusing on custom database and web applications, and is the Director of the 
Castle Rock Film Festival in Castle Rock, Colorado. 

 

April Gallagher  (executive producer, producer) has served as President/CEO since 1999 of Gallaware, 
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Inc., a Colorado-based software development company which expanded into southern California in 
2001.  Gallaware is a productivity software development company focusing on custom database and 
web applications. 
 
In this capacity, Ms. Gallagher’s experience includes managing contracts and developing custom 
software for large, well-known organizations like 3M Corporation (2001-2003) and the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO (1999-2000); for mid-sized organizations such as Specialty 
Business Services (2002 to present), CIBA Insurance Services (2002 to present), and LifeCare 
Assurance Company (2005 to present); and for smaller, independent businesses such as Therapeutic 
Consulting Services (2003 to present), and Sage Alternatives, Inc. (2004-2006).   Ms. Gallagher 
handles all aspects of developing custom software, including: determining customer requirements; 
managing the development budget; creating, delivering and documenting the software, and training the 
customer with the final product.  She also performs all accounting tasks for Gallaware. 
 
Ms. Gallagher has been actively involved in local business and Chamber of Commerce activities in 
both California and Colorado, volunteering at community events, participating in leads groups and 
technology committees and developing several of their web sites.   Ms. Gallagher is the Finance 
Director of the Castle Rock Film Festival in Castle Rock, Colorado. 
 

Dave Selle (Director of Photography) was born and bred on the Alaskan Frontier, and has 
photographed numerous music videos and commercials.  His feature credits include Stephen Patrick 
Walker's Judges and the upcoming Book of Ruth, the indie-action film Nuclear and the comedies The 
Bill Collector and Gerald.  His passion for photography and the look of a project lasts long after 
principal photography ends, by supervising the final color correction as he has done with Gerald. 

 

Louis Mandylor  (producer, actor) has worked on more than 60 television shows and film productions 
for almost 2 decades in Hollywood. Starting out as an actor he has now added producer, writer and 
director to his resume through his production company Krakatau Films. 
 
His long list of credits include My Brother Cicero, which won best independent film at SOCIETES 
DES AUTEURS AWARD 1998 Brussels Independent Film Festival, and BEST SHORT FILM at 1999 
New York Underground Film Festival.  His first feature film starring himself and his brother Costas 
Mandylor, entitled Jimmy Bones, which won NYFVF 2002 Independent Film Festival in New York, 
and in Los Angeles it won BEST ACTION audience award.  He has recently completed other films, 
Joey, The Cursed, and In the Eyes of a Killer.  And, of course, Louis was a part of the $400 million 
dollar highest grossing romantic comedy of all time, My Big Fat Greek Wedding. 
 

 

Production Highlights 
 

- The film is family friendly with themes of family devotion, friendship, and tolerance. 

- A character-driven comedic drama. 

- Stars Louis Mandylor, one of the cast members of the most popular independent movie ever 
made, My Big Fat Greek Wedding. 
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- Appearances by legendary actor Mickey Rooney. 

- Independent film production with professional SAG actors. 

- Shot on location in and around Los Angeles, CA. 

- Web site: www.GeraldTheMovie.com 
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Cast and Crew 

 

Cast 

In order of appearance 

Mother 
Nurse 1 
Nurse 2 

The Doctor 
Baby Gerald 

Gerald 
Helen 

Newscaster 
Edward Lemtat 

Lemtat's Assistant 
Lemtat's Son 

Ethel 
Dolly 
Kate 

Funeral Home Director 
Helen's Boyfriend / Alejandro 

Deborah Theaker 
Mary Wickliffe  
Jan Rooney 
Mickey Rooney 
Luca James Palanca 
Louis Mandylor 
Mackenzie Firgens 
Damien Alamed 
Lee Agnew 
Regina Mocey 
Luca Palanca 
Tara Karsian 
Beau Puckett 
Wylie Small 
Whit Hertford 
Michael Rene Walton 
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Laundry Owner 
Laundry Mother 

Laundry Girl 
Laundry Fiona 
Police Officer 
Bowler Girl 1 

Bowler Girl 1's boyfriend 
Bowling Emporium Owner 

Bowler Frankie 
Bowler Girl 2 
Bowler Betty 
Bowler Rick 

Nurse 3 
Waiting Room Mother 

Waiting Room Little Girl 
Waiting Room Receptionist 

Lemtat Receptionist 
The Lawyer / Buster 

Security Guard 
Bowler 

 

Yu-Chien Liao 
Nattie Rios-Sipes 
Kiara Gonzales 
Carin Chea 
Mark D. Espinoza 
Lindsey Smith-Sands 
John Gordon 
Robert Noble 
Frank Krueger 
Alexis Scott 
Brooke Lewis 
Zander Villayne 
April Gallagher 
Kara Wilbar 
Adelaide Gault 
Jeni Austin 
Monica Cabral 
Tim Gallagher 
Jeff Quinlan 
Sonny Sison 

 
Crew 

Director 
Assistant Director 

 
Writer 

 
Director of Photography 

Camera Operator 
Steadi-cam Operator 

 
Gaffer / Dolly Grip 

Key Grip 
Best Boy Grip 

Best Boy Electrician 
Electrician 

Grips 
 
 

Production Sound Mixer 
 

Art Director / Props 
Assistant Art Director 

 
 

Wardrobe 
Assistant Wardrobe 

 

Marc Clebanoff 
Kara Wilbar 
 
Tim Gallagher 
 
Dave Selle 
Eric Lombart 
Ari Rubins 
 
Stacy Sievek 
Zander Villayne 
Calvin Borden 
Mariah Moates 
Jeremy Wren 
Zachery Boomsma 
Joseph Webb 
 
Tom Corkran 
 
Alex Cassun 
Nancy McCrumb 
Jessica Lamb 
 
Elizabeth Jett 
Jeni Austin 
Jude McVay 
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Make-up & Hair 

Assistant Make-up & Hair 
 
 

Script Supervisor 
 

Still Photographer 
 

Production Assistants 
 
 

Craft Service 
 
 

Editor / Visual Effects 
Post Production 

Colorist 
 
 

Sound Editor / Sound FX 
 
 
 

Original Music 
 

Special Thanks 

 
Ashley Benatar 
Sarah Dorsey 
Katie Tyler 
 
Ann Doria 
 
Paul Mocey-Hanton 
 
Michael Walton 
Rebecca Giggey 
 
April Gallagher 
Tim Gallagher  
 
Tim Gallagher 
Mediaologie 
Ran Ballard 
Ben Starkey 
 
Ran Ballard 
Tim Gallagher 
Jon Geasley 
 
Ran Ballard 
 
Patrick and Eileen Gallagher 
Michael and Gen Gallagher 
Lynn and Bill Hein 
Joseph and Marie Heard 
Christopher and Joan Kosmowski 
Ron Mills 
Jerry Clebanoff 
Margie Clebanoff 
Bruce and Mary Matthews 
John Mocey-Hanton 
Vicky Rankin 
West Oak Capital 
Mark Hsu 
Cheyenne Studios 
Lee Agnew 
Leonie Coffman 
Lulu's Restaurant, Van Nuys, CA 
Elliott Smith 
Debi Bolokofsky 
Damien Alameda 
Michelle Germano 
KOLD Tucson, AZ 

 


